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Ms MaryP LeV1ne R
- Acting General Counsel/Dlrector of Legal Affarrs :
_MSHDA ,

P.O Box 30044 -~

‘Lansing, M1 48909
09 LIHTC QAP '

““Re: 'Draﬁ 2008-

' Dear Ms Levme ‘

Thank you for the opportunrty to comrnent however cursonly, on MSHDA S

1 rdraft 2008-09 LIHTC QAP. I write to you as the housmg attorney at the Michigan ]
~ Poverty Law Program (MPLP). MPLP is a cooperative venture between the Univ of -

- Michigan Law School and Legal Services of Southeastern Michigan; it seeks to
~ support and coordrnate legal advocacy on behalf of Mrchlgan slow i 1ncome resrdents
ThlS letter addresses Just a few areas of the draft QAP. DR

Income ta’rgetmg

We applaud the commrtment to 1ncreasmg housmg opportumtres for the
: populatlon with the most severe housing challenges - extremely low income

i households, especrally those making the transition:from homelessness to permanent

P housing. While this change will lrkely present some development challenges it
effectuates the primary federal LIHTC preference and increases the credlblhty of
MSHDA’S LIHTC pro gram asa genume low i 1ncome housmg program.

o Farr bouq:ng .

Deeper income targetlng and the 50% holdback for Detrort Hamtramck and
‘ Hrghland Park, which will promote greatly needed commumty economic development ‘
in those areas, also carries the risk cf perpetuating income and racial housrng
segregatron This risk exposes a major coverage gap of the proposed QAP — beyond

1 ~the requirement of submission of an Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan, the

‘proposed QAP does not. expressly consrder falr housmg, 1ncludrng MSHDA’S duty to -

:afﬁrmatlvely further fair housing. -
To promote fair housmg and moblhty of low income households there are a

| ‘nnrnber of steps that MSHDA should consrder 1mp1ement1ng, 1nclud1ng

| MFLP isa coopé‘rative effort of L'ega‘l Senvices of South Central,Michigan,and the University of Michigan Law School. g
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| ‘creatmg 1ncent1ves for oevelopment in low poverty areas w1th hlgh
economic and educational opportunities; ‘
promotrng mixed income developments; :
promoting development of projects with units having 3 or more bedrooms, s
“collecting, analyzing, reportmg, and monitoring demographlc data, -
_ including the racial/ethnic, income, and household characterrstlcs of
- LIHTC tenants and applicants; S
B more aggressive fair housing marketing for and access to (e g sohcrtmg
~applications from Section 8 voucher holders and persons on various HUD
Sy T ,rental housing Wartmg lists) developments in low poverty areas; . -
‘B requiring that a LIHTC application respond to an area’s Analysis of
s Impedlments to Fair Housing or other fair housmg analys1s document

V The QAP must better reconcﬂe the demands of affordable housmg
: v'development and the requlrements of fair housmg — o

: Presérvatlon :

In a state whrch has lost so many federally assisted low i 1ncome affordable :
rental housing units, the ehmmatlon of the preservation holdback is troubling. -
- Considering the lower cost of preserving existing housing compared to constructmg
- new units, and the d1srupt10n and trauma to families and communities that so often -

et accompanies conversion of" federally a551sted housmg, it seems hard to Justlfy the

k ;ehmlnatlon of the preservatlon holdback

S Agam please pardon the 1ncompleteness of these remarks but thank you for : B
: consrdermg them : t ‘ | oy

Sincerely yours, o

- MICHIGAN POVERTY LAW PROGRAM

J ames E’.','Schaafsma .




